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  8. cellarway & rear entry
  9. kitchen
10. bathroom  
11. dining room  
12. den 
13. entry
14. living room
15. front porch

second fl oor plan

  1. to kitchen 
  2. to attic 
  3. bathroom
  4. bedroom
  6. to entry
  7. porch roof below
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This common home could be found on 
nearly any street in Geneva - perhaps 
you even live in one? With In. Site: 
Architecture, the GNRC is developing 
a series of case studies on how these 
homes from the past can remain a 
vital part of Geneva today and into the 
future. 

If you do live in one of these homes, 
you know that unless a lot of work has 
been done recently, there’s little 
insulation and although the wood 
windows are beautiful, they leak cold 
air in the winter and hot air in the 
summer. 

But you also know that these houses 
are the ones with the character, the 
stories and that something 
extra that makes people want to turn 
them into homes. 

case studies of the 
                   typical 

GENEVA HOUSE

GENEVA’S HOUSES

exploring improved notions of home, using Geneva’s existing housing stock

just as in today’s developments, a pattern book was available to Geneva’s
 builders, so we see these beautiful houses scattered all throughout the city

these houses 
can be found 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Geneva, but 
they tend to be 
concentrated 
in some of the 
neighborhoods 
shown here 

These typical Geneva Houses have a lot going for them: 
 They have fi rst fl oors of about 825 square feet and second fl oors of roughly 810 square feet. Often,  
 the attic and basement have the same footprint and plenty of head room; more often the 
 basement is not as useful or as exciting as the attic – because of moisture – but you can go from 
 1,635 sq. ft. to 3,270 sq. ft. of living space if you’re interested in investing in the top & bottom! The 
 attic and basement are also great places to consider ‘fi nishing,’ because in these older homes they
 can be the greatest source of heat loss in the winter and heat gain in the summer. 

 These houses, and the other groupings of a single ‘pattern’ you see around the city, were built 
 between 1880 and 1930. They were usually built in groups by large local employers, such as the 
 plants, factories and nurseries. Many Geneva homes from this era were the popular ‘kit houses.’ 

 They tend to be assessed at a value of between $75,000 and $85,000, depending on what 
 improvements and alterations have been made. These homes also tend to sell for – or slightly 
 above – their assessed values. 

 A typical homeowner will pay approximately $4,000 in taxes and about $4,000 for utilities each year. 
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