
GENEVA, NY
Guidebook for Improvement Projects

A resource guide for residents in Geneva looking to start a new renovation project, add some curb 	
	 appeal, improve previous projects or make their home investment last. 

Use the guidebook as your source for renovation and improvement information or come visit the 	
	 Neighborhood Resource Center for a personal walk-through of the guidebook and our 
	 complimentary services. 
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GENEVA, NY
Guidebook for

Improvement Projects
At the beginning of any renovation or improvement 	
	 project, whether large or small, the list of 
	 unanswered questions can be daunting... 	
	 What can I do to improve the look of my 	
	 home? What is the best way to implement 	
	 my idea? How long will the renovation or 	
	 improvement project take? What will the work 	
	 cost? What materials should I use? Can I do 	
	 the work or will I need a contractor? Can I buy
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 	 materials locally? … If only there were an easy guide to help get you started!

Well, here it is! This book is an easy guide to help jumpstart your renovation or improvement project. This is your 	
	 chance to get all of the information you need from the people who’ve learned it all the hard way.

The Geneva Neighborhood Resource Center created this guidebook to help you improve your home and your 
	 neighborhood. We want to help you play a role in making Geneva a great city! And with any luck, your 
	 successful project will inspire your neighbors to join in the fun of making Geneva a more livable and 
	 financially sustainable city- one home, block and neighborhood at a time!

The recommendations included in this book are just meant to get you started. They should function like the library 	
	 or the internet, only better. The introduction section (#1) is a great read for background information on the 	
	 evolution of Geneva’s neighborhoods and identifying your home’s style and period. 

The next section (#2) shows examples of what not to do (and why), best practices for improving on a previous 		
	 project that didn’t turn out so well, or starting off on the right foot for your new project. In addition, this 
	 section shares ideas for adding on to your home along with guidelines for exterior finishing touches. 

Section (#3), appropriately called “Keeping It Above Board,” provides a visual guide to following local laws and 
	 ordinances for your project and helps answer important questions, such as “What steps do I need to follow?” 	
	 and “How long will this take?” 

Section (#4) goes into more detail with shopping lists, toolboxes, and other resources to help you avoid common 		
	 pitfalls. Also in this section is a maintenance calendar to help make your investment last and assist you in 	
	 avoiding common “house-hold disasters.” 

The resources section (#5) at the back of this book provides a glossary to help define architectural, planning, 
	 preservation, and design terms and a list of programs and funding sources. Also, always keep in mind that 	
	 some projects will require the professional services of an Architect, or a Contractor, and that others will 
	 require permits and documentation of the work. But, when you need to transition out of the complimentary 	
	 services of the GNRC and begin work with professionals, don’t forget that we’re still here to help you! Section 	
	 5 offers guidance for hiring and working with people in the fields of design and construction. We can also 
	 offer advice on tough decisions and help you to feel more informed about the process.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction
	
		  A Visual History of Geneva

		
		
		  Identifying Your Home’s ‘Style’ & ‘Period’

General Guidelines

		
		  “What Not to Wear”
			   A visual guide to what doesn’t work, and why. 

		
		  “Best Practices”
			   Guidelines for the best way to:
				    - improve on any not-so-great projects done previously
				    - start off on the right foot for your new project 

			   Roofs
			   Porches
			   Windows
			   Doors
			   Walls
	 	 	 “Warm & Dry” (insulation, flashing, site drainage, etc)

		  Adding to Your Home
			   Guidelines for the best way to add on to your home, including siting, 
			   scaling, proportion and materials. 
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General Guidelines, continued

		
		  “The Finishing Touch”
	  		  Guidelines for exterior color combinations, as well as fencing, landscaping 	
			   and more.

Keeping it Above Board

		  Geneva Codes & Zoning, Illustrated
			   A visual guide to local laws and ordinances that can affect your project, and 	
			   how best to follow them. 

		  Step by Step
			   Detailed instructions for following all the right steps, in the right order, with 	
			   answers 	to your important questions, like “How long will this take?” 

Specific Guidelines

		

		  “Paint by Numbers”
			   Detailed example projects, including shopping lists, toolboxes and other 		
			   resources. 	

		
		  How - To
			   Drawings showing proper construction techniques for your project. Included 	
			   are tips on how to avoid common pitfalls, and how to help your 
			   improvement project last longer. 
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Specific Guidelines, continued
	
		
		  What do I do with... ???
			   Even more detailed best-practice solutions for common problem areas, such as ramps 	
			   and awnings. 	

		
		  Repairs Checklist
			   A list of things to check around the house, to better determine the extent of work 	
			   needed to make sure your improvement project is a long-term success. 

		  “Getting Your Money’s Worth”
			   A guided calendar of maintenance to help make your investment last and avoid common 
			   “house-hold disasters.” 

Resources

		  “Anatomy of your Home”
			   An illustrated, annotated glossary of architectural, planning, preservation & design 	
			   terms.	

		  “Take all the help you can get”
			   A list of programs, funding and assistance available in our area for projects just like 	
			   yours, with advice on how to apply. 

		  For Your Information
			   A list of professionals, regulations and other resources that you must consult before 	
			   moving ahead with your projects.
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